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that I could still make a success in aviation.
And so, during this period, I worked on the designs
of commercial aeroplanes, most of which pointed
towards the 8-29, which I subsequently built. I thought
of bigger ships, of four-engined aeroplanes, carrying
forty or fifty passengers, and sketched them on paper.
An excursion into the future is always interesting and
essential to the inventor, the creative engineer. In this
development work, he gets an idea and adapts it to
general conditions. The market for his product and
the instruments which guide it give it life, and science
provides the materials. Forty years ago, Andre could
dream of flying to the North Pole, but he did not have
the instruments which were at Byrd's disposal. But
the engineer who adds to the equipment of mankind
dreams of the future and moulds the machines in his
mind. During these trying years I was building in my
imagination, and sometimes working out on paper, the
aeroplanes which I have built and which have flown
the oceans. That should not sound vainglorious, it is
the fact; and it should be encouraging to those who are
following the pioneers. There is much yet to do.